CARELEAVERS MEMORIAL 

SITE:
BIRRARUNG MARR RIVER SIDE LOWER TERRACE   

Introduction
The Care Leavers Memorial is to be a dignified and striking yet simple work. It will be a landmark; both a meeting place for members of this community and an art work that makes their experience visible to those who know little or nothing of their story. 
The work will honour a range of experiences using abstract (non-figurative) symbolism and provide an opportunity for reflection and individual interpretation. 

The work

The proposed work is a sculpture that features a Venetian glass smalti and marble mosaic evocative of a constellation of wattle blossoms, as seen against the night sky. The mosaic would be inlaid into the horizontally cut face of a large (nominally 2.5 metre diameter) basalt boulder. The mosaic would be polished, terrazzo style, to a high gloss finish. 
Wattle

The blooming of wattle is one of the first signs of spring, and is a potent symbol of renewal and growth; both after the cold and darkness of winter and after the ferocity of fire. 

Each blossom is unique, and in this work, symbolically represents a care leaver (or care leaver experience). Each blossom may also be felt to represent feelings and is both alone and yet part of a larger group. 
Wattle is Australia’s floral emblem and is most prolific throughout Victoria, over all other Australian States and territories. 

The constellation
A constellation (group of stars) is without limit in size and complexity. 
In this work, notions of scale are juxtaposed as something as small as an individual blossom becomes as large as a planet. 
Everyone on this earth is part of and wonders at the universe beyond, this being one of life’s truly shared experiences. 
The stone

Basalt is a local stone that is volcanic in origin and is featured throughout Birrarung Marr. 
The splitting of the stone exposes a previously unknown or secret world. 
The rock (smaller at its base) appears to balance, not in a way that is precarious but in a state of perpetual balance. 
The polished surface implies a depth to the world revealed within the stone; potentially an infinite depth of feeling or experience.

